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Tampering with Records

YouTube Video
Tampering with records and grand theft
Lied about residency
Falsified government documents
Lied about military service
Lied about children’s residency
Misrepresentation of basis of case.

Tampering with Records

True or False? Williams-Bolar
Wanted to give her children a better
education.

   Had no other options available.
   Lied on only one government

document.
   Was unfairly singled out as a person

of color.

Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

• RC 3313.64
– A child who is at least five, but under 22 years

of age, must be admitted to school.  In most
cases, the child must be admitted to the schools
of the district in which his/her parent resides.

– A child who does not reside in the district where
his/her parent resides must be admitted to the
district in which the child resides if:
• the child is in the legal or permanent custody

of a government agency or person other
than the child’s natural or adoptive parent;

• the child resides in a “home”; OR
• the child requires special education.
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Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

• RC 3313.64 Definition of Parent
– “Parent” is defined to mean either parent,

unless the parents are separated or divorced, in
which case “parent” means the parent who is
the residential parent and legal custodian of the
child.

– *An unmarried female who gives birth to a child
is the sole residential parent and legal
custodian of the child until a court issues an
order designating another person as the
residential parent and legal custodian (RC
3109.042).

Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

– If a child is in the legal custody of a government
agency or a person other than the child’s
natural or adoptive parent, “parent” means the
parent with residual parental rights, privileges
and responsibilities.

– If a child is in the permanent custody of a
government agency or person other than the
child’s natural or adoptive parent, “parent”
means the parent divested of the parental
rights.

Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

– When a child is the subject of a power of
attorney or caretaker authorization executed by
a grandparent, “parent” means that
grandparent.
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Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

• RC 3313.64 Definition of Home
– “Home” is defined as a home, institution, foster

home, group home or other residential facility
that receives and cares for children if:
• the home is licensed, OR
• the home is operated by a person who is

licensed, OR
• the home accepted the child through a

placement by a person who is licensed, OR
• it is a home that meets the statutory

definition of a children’s home.

Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

• Special Admittance
– Adult students
– Married students
– Adoption
– Parent employed in

school district
– Parent in the armed

services serving
outside of Ohio

– Death of a parent
– Parent having house

built
– Parent has contract

to purchase house
– Custody proceedings

initiated

Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

- Parent is district/ESC
employee

- Parent in domestic
violence shelter

- Parent moves in senior
year

- Child resides with
grandparent

–Foreign exchange
students
–Relocation after first full
week in October
–Superintendent-to-
Superintendent agreement
–Homeless children
–Military POA
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Ohio Attendance and Tuition Law

• Other Enrollment Options
– Intradistrict and Interdistrict Open

Enrollment
– Home Schooling
– Community and Magnet Schools
– Grandparent POA (RC 3109.52)
– Military POA
– Parochial/Private School
– Tuition

Residency and Fraud
• Determining

Residency
– Common law
– “Residency” is not

defined by State law for
purposes of school
district attendance and
tuition.

– Residency is a matter
that is decided on a
case-by-case basis.

– May have more than
one residence

– BUT-just owning a
dwelling does not make
it your residence.

– In Ohio, the concept of
residence involves
examining criteria such
as important family
activity during
significant parts of the
day, such as:

• where parents sleep
a majority of the
time;

• where mail is
received;

• where meals are
eaten; and

• where parents are
registered to vote.

Residency and Fraud

• What about the
residence itself?
– Living with

someone
– Trailer
– Campground
– Guest house
– Car
– Migrant housing

• Is this a residence?
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Residency and Fraud
• Do they actually

live there?
• Other indicators:

– Library card
– Affidavit
– Deed or lease-do

you have to have
one?

• Where did
Williams-Bolar go
wrong?

Residency and Fraud

• Attendance Fraud
– Forest Hills Local

Sch. Dist. Bd. of
Educ. v. Huegel
(Clermont 2003),
2003 Ohio 3444

– Shaker Heights City
Sch. Dist. Bd. of
Educ. v. Cloud
(2000), 137 Ohio
App.3d 284

• Civil and Criminal
Penalties
– Tampering with

records
– RC 2913.42
– Civil- fraudulent

enrollment
• Unauthorized

Attendance Statute
– RC 3327.06
– 1951 OAG No. 552

Custody and Divorce
• Forms of Custody

– PERMANENT
– LEGAL
– TEMPORARY
– GUARDIANSHIP

• Divorce and Custody
– Sole residential parent
– Shared parenting
– Shared parenting with

designated parent for
school purposes

• The Ohio Attorney
General has ruled
that a notarized
statement signed by a
parent is insufficient to
transfer legal custody
for school purposes; a
court order is required
(1995 OAG 032).
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Custody and Divorce

• Step-parents
• Unmarried parents
• Foster parents
• Grandparents
• Legal custody and

enrollment
• Enrollment

documents (RC
3313.672)

Custody and Divorce

• Visitation issues
• Custody/access

disputes
• Modification of

decree
• Modification

without decree
• Tips for central

office staff

Moving Tuition Obligation
• R.C. 2151.362
• Court names

district responsible
when child in legal
custody of another
person

• If parent residence
changes, ODE may
name different
district

• Based on evidence
from district
responsible.

• If residence not
known, last known
residence

• If ODE cannot
determine, then
last named district
responsible.
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Moving Tuition Obligation

• Applies to child
placed in DYS or
juvenile detention

• Evidence needed?

OSBA= your member resource

• NEW in 2011:
Attendance and tuition
guide

• Many articles
• Years of experience
• Legal information
• Contact us

hreedy@ohioschoolboards.org
jspears@ohioschoolboards.org

614-540-4000

• Thanks for your
attention!


