
When you know better… 
you do better!
• You ask better questions
• You have better conversations
• You make better decisions

When educational leaders do better, 
students benefit!



OHIO PUBLIC 
SCHOOL STUDENTS

Ohio has 1.6 million 
public school students of 
varying background and 
characteristics.



PUBLIC SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Over the last two decades, 
overall public school 
enrollment has declined 
by nearly 10%.



PUBLIC SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Over the last two decades, 
there has been a significant 
increase in enrollments 
among Hispanic, multiracial 
and Asian/Pacific Islander 
students. 



OHIO SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS 
AND TYPOLOGIES



ENROLLMENT BY
EDUCATIONAL MODEL

• Approximately 80% of Ohio 
students attend traditional 
public school districts

• Approximately 110,000 attend 
charter schools

• Approximately 200,000 attend 
nonpublic schools or homeschool



Approximately 80% of charter school 
students are:

• Black
• Hispanic
Nearly 70% of charter school students 
attend brick-and-mortar charters 
located in urban communities

CHARACTERISTICS 
OF CHARTER 
SCHOOL STUDENTS



• Nearly 50,000 students 
participate in homeschooling

• Significant increase in 
2020-2021

• Slight decrease in 
2022-2023

HOME SCHOOLING



High School Diploma

• Enhanced career opportunities
• Higher earning potential
• Increased job stability
• Access to higher education and training
• Improved quality of life
• Enrolled, employed, enlisted and entrepreneurship



FOUR-YEAR 
HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION RATES

• 87 percent of students 
graduate high school in 
4 years

• Where are the 13 percent 
(208,000) that do not?



Skills, knowledge, characteristics
“Durable Skills”

• Communication
• Creativity
• Teamwork
• Leadership
• Problem Solving

• Adaptability
• Emotional 
Intelligence

• Critical Thinking



ANXIETY AND 
DEPRESSION TOP 
LIST OF PROBLEMS 
TEENS SEE AMONG 
THEIR PEERS



Major concerns

• Teacher recruitment and retention
• Principalship
• Absenteeism (27% chronic absenteeism)
• Alignment of traditional school experience 
and the workforce

• Mental health of students & staff
• Equity and Access



To-do list

• Keep asking questions
• Do your research
• Challenge
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