Protecting Ohio’s School Children by Preserving the 

“Thorough and Efficient” Clause of the Ohio Constitution
WHEREAS, over one hundred and sixty-years ago, Ohioans voted to provide school children with the right to a thorough and efficient system of common schools, and

WHEREAS, this standard has served as a bright light standard over time to remind citizens and legislators alike as to their responsibilities to provide our children with quality public educational opportunities, and

WHEREAS, that long-established principle is now being challenged by a proposal presented in the Education, Public Institutions & Miscellaneous and Local Government Subcommittee of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission to remove the “thorough and efficient” clause from the Ohio Constitution, and

WHEREAS, elimination of the clause would leave our Constitution with no standard to guide the General Assembly and its elimination would weaken the checks and balances that now exist among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of state government,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the _______________ Board of Education hereby registers its strong support for retaining the “thorough and efficient” clause and affirms its adamant opposition to any attempt to remove the clause, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission members be encouraged to consider only those amendments or changes that would serve to strengthen the range of educational opportunities available to Ohio’s public schoolchildren, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Treasurer be directed to spread this resolution upon the minutes of the __________ Board of Education and that copies of the resolution be forwarded to all members of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission, all members of the Ohio General Assembly, the State Board of Education and to the Governor of the State of Ohio. 
