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Clark, Joe

From: Clark, Joe
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2013 8:45 AM
To: Clark, Joe
Subject: Key Communicator Update 9/17/13

Hi, everybody. We had an incident involving an electrical fire on a bus this morning. All students and the driver are safe. 

 

The bus carries students to Valley Christian Academy in Aurora. The bus picked up about 5-6 students at Rushwood, 

then made its way to its second stop at Lee Eaton. As the bus approached Lee Eaton, the driver noticed a strange smell 

and saw some smoke. Thinking the bus was experiencing problems with the radiator, the driver radioed for a back up 

bus to meet him at Lee Eaton so he could continue his route.  

 

He pulled into the Lee Eaton parking lot and evacuated the bus. All students were safe.  

 

The smoke then became more intense and the driver noticed some smoldering. He called the Northfield Village fire 

department, who came and extinguished the fire. The bus will be towed back to the bus garage and examined. 

 

Students boarded the new bus and were taken to school. Per protocol, a new driver was assigned to finish the route. 

 

Joe Clark, Ph.D. 

Superintendent 

Nordonia Hills City Schools 

Follow me on Twitter @DrJoeClark 
http://twitter.com/DrJoeClark 

 



 



 





 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
         
 
 

September 27, 2013 
 
 
 
Superintendent’s Notes… 
  
Grant Winners: The Nordonia Schools Foundation awards up to $6,000 annually for teacher mini-
grants (a maximum of $500 each). The next round of grants will be in the spring. If you are 
interested, look for more information from Todd Stuart. 
 
Congratulations to the following teachers for being awarded Nordonia Schools Foundation grants in 
this fall round! 
 
Shannon Blair                  NHS                        $500.00 Kindles in the Classroom                
Erika Canitano                Middle School    $244.65              Pedometers                        
Mary Schrembeck Middle School    $500.00              OMEA Jazz Performance 
Andrea Pylypiak             Ledgeview           $199.00              HoverCam T-3 Document Camera 
Michelle Kerns                Ledgeview           $199.00              HoverCam T-3 Document Camera 
Kristi Gunyula                 Lee Eaton             $498.94              Recycled Art: Plastic Jewelry  
 

  

What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger: 

The Under Armour Power In Pink™ campaign celebrates the many women who use fitness and 
exercise in their fight against breast cancer. It’s time 2012’s survivors pass the torch to three new 
amazing women to be the ambassadors of our 2013 Power In Pink™ Survivor campaign. Nordonia 
High School Intervention Specialist Kim Hernandez is one of those amazing women. 
 

News for teachers and staff of Nordonia Hills City Schools 



Here is her story, which you can also find at this link: 
http://www.underarmour.com/shop/us/en/power-in-pink/stories?storyId=3494228 

 
When I was diagnosed in March 2012 at the age of 
34 of stage 2 infiltrating ductal carcinoma, I 
turned to my husband and sister and said, "I need 
you to be strong for me because I am going to get 
through this!" From that point on I knew my life 
would never be the same. I was about to go 
through chemotherapy, a bilateral mastectomy, 
and radiation. I was up for the biggest fight of my 
life. I knew that I had to have a positive outlook 
and a great support team to win this fight. I 
learned like the quote says, “that life was not 
about waiting for the storm to pass. It was about 
learning how to dance in the rain.” Having a good 
attitude was everything. I had to believe that I was 
going to get through this and that I was going to 
be a stronger person in the end. I had to look at all 
the positive that would come out of having cancer. 
Cancer has empowered me to change my life 

forever for the better. It inspired me to change many aspects of my life. I have more faith, strength, and 
courage than ever before. I changed my eating habits, lost 50 pounds and I am in the best shape that I 
have ever been in my life. I ran my first 5k this past May and I would have never imagined doing that 
before I had breast cancer. I am truly blessed to be an inspiration to so many of my friends and family. 
One of my favorite quotes that keeps me motivated is, “I'm braver because I fought a giant and won. 
I'm stronger because I had to be. I'm happier because I learned what matters. I stand taller because I 
am a survivor!” 

 

   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following folks celebrating their special day next week: 

 
 

 Bethany Mosher  MS September 28 
 Anne Iskra  LV September 29 
 Lu Ann Squirek  HS September 29 
 Rich Griffith  RW September 30 
 Andrea Novess  MS October 1 
 Amy Dorsey  LV October 2 
 Carol Craft  HS October 3 
 Melanie Dillon  RW October 3 
 Rob Rardin  HS October 4  

 
 

 

 

http://www.underarmour.com/shop/us/en/power-in-pink/stories?storyId=3494228


 

 

Homecoming 2013 
  
Congratulations to the following students for being selected to the 2013-14 Homecoming Court!  
The King and Queen will be announced at tonight’s homecoming game against Green.  See next 
week’s “It’s Friday” for their names. 
 
Freshman Attendants – Morgan Kiernan and Ryan Smith 
Sophomore Attendants – Haylee Holt and Johannah Jones-Bey 
Junior Attendants – Rachel Slonsky and David Murray             
                           

Queen Candidates: 
 
     

                   
                    

 
 
 
 

           Olivia Biss      Jackie Grayson  Monica Sutkaytis 
 
 

King Candidates: 
 

 
 

            Joe Stein                                  Logan Strauss                              Kevin Chonko  
   

Go 
Knights! 



 
Last Week’s Trivia: You guys love food trivia! Fifty-one of you knew that the pictured menus came 
from Buffalo Wild Wings (BW3), Denny’s, Olive Garden, Red Lobster, and Steak ‘n Shake. Lee Eaton 
Intervention Specialist Katie Grendel was pulled from the hat to win a $5 Subway gift card. 
 
This Week’s Trivia: With the Indians about to make the playoffs (knock on wood), name these five 
current Indians who are shown in uniforms from their former teams. You will get your name in the 
hat once for each correct answer, which you must submit by midnight Sunday to 
joe.clark@nordoniaschools.org. The winner will receive a fabulous prize.  
 
 
A.                                                                      B.                                                        C. 

 
                        D.                                                                       E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Joe 

mailto:joe.clark@nordoniaschools.org
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Fr iday Focus

SHIFTS IN MATH 
FOR COMMON CORE
#1
FOCUS
#2
COHERENCY
#3
FLUENCY
#4
DEEP UNDERSTANDING
#5
APPLICATION
#6
DUAL INTENSITY

SHIFTS IN ELA FOR 
COMMON CORE
#1
BALANCING 
INFORMATIONAL AND 
LITERARY TEXTS	
  
#2
BUILDING 
KNOWLEDGE IN 
CONTENT AREAS
#3
STAIRCASE OF MORE 
COMPLEX READING
#4
TEXT BASE LESSONS/
ANSWERS/
DISCUSSIONS
#5
WRITING FROM 
SOURCES
#6
ACADEMIC 
VOCABULARY

SEPTEMBER 27, 2013

Shifts	
  in	
  Math
• Focus:	
  	
  Signi&icantly	
  narrow	
  and	
  deepen	
  the	
  scope.	
  	
  Less	
  is	
  more.	
  	
  

Students	
  reach	
  strong	
  conceptual	
  understanding	
  and	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  transfer	
  
mathematical	
  skills	
  and	
  understanding	
  across	
  concepts	
  and	
  grades.

• Coherency:	
  	
  Connect	
  the	
  learning	
  within	
  and	
  across	
  grades	
  –VERTICAL	
  
ALIGNMENT-­‐extension	
  of	
  previous	
  learning

• Fluency:	
  	
  Students	
  have	
  speed	
  and	
  accuracy	
  with	
  simple	
  calculations-­‐
memorize	
  core	
  functions	
  

• Deep	
  Understanding:	
  	
  Students	
  should	
  see	
  math	
  as	
  more	
  than	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  
mnemonics	
  or	
  discrete	
  procedures	
  (memorize	
  but	
  have	
  no	
  idea	
  why	
  they	
  
are	
  doing	
  it)	
  	
  **More	
  than	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  the	
  answer**	
  	
  Find	
  different	
  
ways	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  answer

• Application:	
  	
  	
  Choose	
  the	
  appropriate	
  concept	
  for	
  application-­‐real	
  world	
  
situations.	
  	
  Teachers	
  in	
  content	
  areas	
  outside	
  of	
  math,	
  particularly	
  
science,	
  ensure	
  that	
  student	
  are	
  using	
  math	
  -­‐	
  at	
  all	
  grade	
  levels-­‐	
  to	
  make	
  
meaning	
  of	
  and	
  access	
  content.

• Dual	
  Intensity:	
  	
  Students	
  practicing	
  and	
  understanding-­‐more	
  balance	
  –
we	
  are	
  intense	
  about	
  students	
  being	
  &luent	
  and	
  application.

Priorities	
  for	
  Focus	
  in	
  Math
10%	
  Sample 20%

Rethink	
  and	
  Link
70%

Intensive	
  Focus

K-­‐2	
  
examples

• Patterns
• Statistics/Data
• Probability
• Estimating	
  

computations

• Geometry	
  
and	
  
measurement

• Addition	
  and	
  
subtraction	
  
concepts,	
  skill,	
  
problem	
  
solving

3-­‐5	
  
examples

• Patterns
• Statistics/Data
• Probability

• Area,	
  volume • Multiplication	
  
and	
  division	
  of	
  
whole	
  numbers	
  
and	
  fractions,	
  
balance	
  of	
  
concepts,	
  skills,	
  
problem	
  
solving

6-­‐8	
  
examples

• Statistics • Quantitative	
  
relationships	
  
and	
  functions

• Proportional	
  
reasoning	
  and	
  
linearity

• Algebra
• Geometric	
  

measurement

Shifts in More Detail

http://www.nordoniaschools.org/CurriculumInstruction.aspx
http://www.nordoniaschools.org/CurriculumInstruction.aspx
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SMART Science and Mathematics Achievement Required for Tomorrow 
A	
  cornerstone	
  of	
  SMART’s	
  educational	
  mission	
  is	
  providing	
  high-­‐quality	
  professional	
  development	
  for	
  teachers.	
  	
  SMART’s	
  services	
  and	
  
resources	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  organizational	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  Pre-­‐K-­‐12	
  community	
  in	
  the	
  areas	
  of	
  mathematics,	
  science,	
  and	
  technology	
  
education	
  and	
  are	
  fully	
  aligned	
  with	
  state	
  and	
  national	
  mathematics,	
  science,	
  and	
  technology	
  content	
  standards.	
  	
  By	
  clicking	
  below	
  on	
  the	
  
links	
  provided,	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  taken	
  to	
  a	
  site	
  that	
  hosts	
  test	
  release	
  questions.	
  	
  Please	
  use	
  Google	
  Chrome.	
  	
  The	
  Password	
  that	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  
asked	
  to	
  use	
  is:	
  	
  smartitems*2014

• Math	
  Released	
  Test	
  Items
• Science	
  Released	
  Test	
  Items
• Reading	
  Released	
  Test	
  Items

PARCC-ELA Resource
One	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  shifts	
  of	
  the	
  CCSS	
  is	
  an	
  emphasis	
  on	
  developing	
  skills	
  for	
  comprehending	
  and	
  analyzing	
  informational	
  texts.	
  Increased	
  
exposure	
  to	
  informational	
  texts	
  better	
  prepares	
  students	
  for	
  the	
  various	
  types	
  of	
  texts	
  they	
  will	
  encounter	
  in	
  college	
  and	
  the	
  workplace.	
  
The	
  array	
  of	
  passages	
  selected	
  for	
  assessment	
  from	
  K-­‐12	
  should	
  support	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  necessary	
  skills	
  to	
  handle	
  this	
  range	
  of	
  
informational	
  texts.

Another	
  shift	
  is	
  an	
  increased	
  emphasis	
  on	
  the	
  analysis	
  across	
  multiple	
  texts,	
  often	
  of	
  varied	
  genres	
  and	
  media.	
  Several	
  standards,	
  
especially	
  for	
  reading	
  literature,	
  require	
  intertextual	
  and	
  multi-­‐media	
  analysis.	
  These	
  expectations	
  require	
  special	
  attention	
  to	
  selection	
  of	
  
related	
  passages,	
  chosen	
  speci&ically	
  to	
  support	
  assessment	
  of	
  the	
  full	
  range	
  of	
  expectations.

This	
  document	
  offers	
  guidelines	
  for	
  selecting	
  passages	
  regarding	
  &ive	
  considerations.	
  These	
  guidelines	
  should	
  inform	
  the	
  training	
  of	
  
passage	
  &inders	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  pool	
  of	
  acceptable	
  passages	
  that	
  can	
  support	
  assessment	
  of	
  the	
  CCSS	
  for	
  the	
  PARCC	
  summative	
  
assessments.	
  These	
  guidelines	
  will	
  also	
  inform	
  form	
  assemblers	
  as	
  they	
  construct	
  forms	
  that	
  will	
  assess	
  the	
  full	
  continuum	
  of	
  standards.	
  In	
  
choosing	
  passages,	
  passage	
  &inders	
  should	
  consider:

A.	
  	
  Using	
  the	
  framework	
  for	
  determining	
  Text	
  Complexity
B.	
  	
  Selecting	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  text	
  types	
  (including	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  texts,	
  a	
  balance	
  of	
  authors	
  by	
  gender	
  and	
  ethnicity,	
  and	
  texts	
  that	
  appeal	
  to	
  
a	
  diverse	
  student	
  population)
C.	
  	
  Selecting	
  passages	
  that	
  allow	
  for	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  standards/evidences	
  to	
  be	
  demonstrated	
  to	
  meet the	
  PARCC	
  claims
D.	
  	
  Pairing	
  Passages	
  Effectively
E.	
  	
  Meeting	
  Demands	
  of	
  Bias	
  and	
  Sensitivity	
  Guidelines

CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT	
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Shifts	
  in	
  ELA
• Informational	
  Text	
  Balance:	
  	
  Students	
  today	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  read	
  little	
  expository	
  text.	
  	
  The	
  demands	
  of	
  college	
  

and	
  career	
  ready:	
  	
  80%	
  Informational	
  texts!
• Building	
  Knowledge	
  in	
  Content	
  Areas:	
  	
  The	
  standards	
  read	
  that	
  more	
  rigorous	
  and	
  informational	
  text	
  needs	
  

to	
  be	
  read	
  not	
  only	
  in	
  ELA	
  classes	
  but	
  in	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  classes.
• Staircase	
  of	
  Complexity:	
  	
  There	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  steady	
  decline	
  since	
  1962	
  in	
  reading	
  level	
  expectations.
• Text	
  Based	
  Answers:	
  	
  Rich	
  and	
  rigorous	
  discussions/lessons/answers	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  common	
  text.	
  	
  Be	
  sure	
  to	
  

align	
  questions	
  to	
  the	
  text,	
  not	
  asking	
  for	
  students	
  opinions.
• Writing	
  from	
  Sources:	
  	
  Students	
  provide	
  evidence	
  to	
  inform	
  or	
  argue	
  rather	
  than	
  the	
  personal	
  narrative	
  or	
  

creative	
  writing.
• Academic	
  Vocabulary:	
  	
  By	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  comprehension	
  of	
  pivotal	
  and	
  commonly	
  found	
  words,	
  teachers	
  

constantly	
  build	
  students’	
  ability	
  to	
  access	
  more	
  complex	
  texts	
  across	
  the	
  content	
  areas	
  (Tier	
  II	
  words).
Tier	
  1	
  –	
  “the	
  words	
  of	
  everyday	
  speech	
  usually	
  learned	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  grades”
Tier	
  2	
  –	
  “far	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  appear	
  in	
  written	
  texts	
  than	
  in	
  speech”	
  and	
  “appear	
  in	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  texts”
Tier	
  3	
  –	
  “speci&ic	
  to	
  a	
  domain	
  or	
  &ield	
  of	
  study	
  (lava,	
  carburetor,	
  legislature,	
  circumference,	
  aorta)”	
  –”	
  often	
  explicitly	
  de&ined	
  

by	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  a	
  text,	
  repeatedly	
  used,	
  and	
  otherwise	
  heavily	
  scaffolded	
  (e.g.,	
  made	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  glossary)”

Please	
  click	
  here	
  to	
  get	
  videos,	
  charts/graphs	
  and	
  many	
  more	
  resources	
  regarding	
  CCSS	
  

Additional	
  Resources

http://www.nordoniaschools.org/CurriculumInstruction.aspx
http://www.nordoniaschools.org/CurriculumInstruction.aspx
http://smartconsortium.org
http://smartconsortium.org
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=19
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=19
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=20
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=20
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=22
http://www.smartconsortium.org/index.php?l1=22
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Combined%20Passage%20Selection%20Guidelines%20and%20Worksheets_0.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Combined%20Passage%20Selection%20Guidelines%20and%20Worksheets_0.pdf
http://ccssforumresources.wikispaces.com
http://ccssforumresources.wikispaces.com
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