
Connecting Local 
Schools and Industry 

“Education is knowing where to go to find 
out what you need to know; and its knowing 
how to use the information you get.”               

     -William Feather 



About us… 
Jared Ebbing- Mercer County Economic 

Development Director  
Jared.Ebbing@mercercountyohio.org 

@JaredEbbing 
 

Shelly Vaughn- Superintendent, Fort Recovery 
vaughn@fortrecoveryschools.org 

@vaughn_shelly 
 

Hometown Opportunity 
www.hometownopportunity.com 

@HometownOpp 
 
 



STEM Education  

 Helping students answer questions with 
age appropriate and hands on math, 
science, and technology exploration.   

 Giving them a way to understand their 
world. 

 STEM = Strategies That Engage Minds 
   Solving The Everyday Mysteries  

  PLTW - GTT - EiE  



STEM Education 
By starting early, scientific inquiry and the 

use of the engineering design process 
can become life long skills to serve child 
well in: 

 Learning 
 Problem                                                   

solving 
 Critical thinking 
 Creativity 





























Now What?  
Awareness is good, but how do we guide 
students through the various career paths 
and really connect local schools and 
industry? 

             Outreach Specialist  
The primary purpose of the position is to 
help the schools and specifically individual 
students “connect the dots”.   

   
   





State Law- Content Standards  
 House Bill 1 – adopted June 2010 
The standards shall specify… 
The core academic content and skills…
that will allow each student to be prepared 
for postsecondary instruction and the 
workplace for success in the twenty-first 
century.   

     ORC 3301.079(A) (1) (a)  



The Situation 
 There are over 600,000 jobs available 

nationwide.  
 2-3 million jobs are forecasted to 

becoming back to the US.  
 Students are leaving our communities 

when job opportunities are here. 
 There is a shortage of skilled labor. 
 Employees lack of soft skills                

   Boiling Point? The skills gap in U.S. manufacturing 



Not Just College OR Career 

College  
Career  

Career exposure 
Leaning about local industry  
Job shadowing  
Real world connections   

Never Stop Learning   



Continuum of Connections   
FRESHMAN 
  Career exposure  
  Real world 

connections  
  Hear stories of local 

business and 
industry  

SOPHOMORE  
  Virtual job 

shadowing- focus on 
5 key industries  

  Exposure to Tri-Star 
Career Compact 
with local 
connections 



Continuum of Connections  
JUNIOR 
  Continue activities 

from first two years 
  Begin Tri-Star and/

or college 
exploration  

  Meaningful Job 
Shadowing 
Opportunities  

  One to one “dot 
connecting”  

SENIOR  
  Continue activities 

from pervious years 
  Continue Tri-Star  
  Meaningful support 

with college and 
career options  

  Internships  
  Don’t forget about 

us – Hometown 
Opportunity  



Questions?   


