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Public schools among winners in Ohio Supreme Court decision

COLUMBUS — Public schools and their taxpayers were some of the winners in today’s Ohio Supreme Court ruling on the Columbia Gas Transmission Corp. v. Levin case.

“This ruling helps Ohio school districts maintain their tax base,” said Richard Lewis, CAE, Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) executive director. “Had we lost the case, it would have forced districts to go back to voters much sooner than planned. And, the ruling is good for our taxpayers, as well.”

The Ohio Supreme Court ruled 7-0 in favor of Ohio Tax Commissioner Richard Levin that Columbia Gas is an interstate pipeline company, as defined under Ohio law, and not a natural gas company. This ruling represents a major impact on school districts, because Columbia Gas Transmission Corp. will continue to be taxed at the 88% rate charged to the personal property of utility companies and not the 25% rate now charged to the public utility personal property of Ohio natural gas companies.
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Had Columbia Gas won the appeal, the amount of money lost in assessments would have been immense for the more than 120 school systems with considerable pipeline property within their districts. Those districts, many of which are rural and small, could have each lost millions of dollars of tax revenue.

OSBA spent considerable time and effort on behalf of its members in advocating to preserve this important source of tax revenue for schools. The association’s Legal Assistance Fund participated actively in this case, including filing an amicus brief.
The Ohio School Boards Association is in its 53rd year of service to public education and represents the state’s public school boards’ members. OSBA’s services include management consulting, continuing education through training programs and workshops, policy development, legal services, legislative initiatives, management services, superintendent and other executive searches, information, technology, employee relations and communications.
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Note: If you would like a list of the top 121 districts and a map of the pipelines in Ohio, please send an e-mail to Scott Ebright.

