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School boards association responds to Strickland’s education proposals

COLUMBUS — The Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) appreciates that Gov. Ted Strickland, in today’s State of the State address, reaffirmed his pledge to make public education a top priority. In announcing his vision for Ohio’s schools, the governor unveiled a list of principles that will guide that vision.

“We applaud the governor for his stand on his core principles to strengthen public education,” said Richard Lewis, OSBA executive director. “Goals such as world-class schools, fostering creativity and innovation, building upon current strengths to ensure future growth and success, and teacher mentorships are crucial if our children are to compete in the global economy.”

OSBA is pleased that the governor sees education as the central issue facing him as the state’s leader. The association also supports his commitment to create schools that are among the best in the world and meet the needs of every child. However, even with a courageous plan, some caution is warranted.

“As we address organizational issues, we need to be careful not to erode the role of the State Board of Education,” Lewis said. “A state school board, with elected officials accountable to the public, is one of the fundamentals of our democracy. A strong public education system, with public oversight and accountability to taxpayers, only strengthens our democratic principles.
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“OSBA looks forward to working with Gov. Strickland on education funding and reform, which, in turn, will drive Ohio’s economic progress. We have been involved and will continue to be involved with the governor’s office and others to improve public education. School boards welcome the opportunity to talk anytime, anywhere, to make the future brighter and the state of Ohio even greater.”

The Ohio School Boards Association is in its 53rd year of service to public education and represents the state’s public school boards’ members. OSBA’s services include management consulting, continuing education through training programs and workshops, policy development, legal services, legislative initiatives, management services, superintendent and other executive searches, information, technology, employee relations and communication services.
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