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OSBA responds to recommendation to consolidate Ohio school districts


COLUMBUS — “We commend the Ohio Policy Center and the Washington, 
D.C.-based Brookings Institution for their interest in improving prosperity in Ohio,” said Ohio School Boards Association (OSBA) Executive Director Richard Lewis. 


“This is such a complicated issue,” Lewis said. “The report does not fully acknowledge existing money-saving practices such as sharing of transportation, special education, and curriculum and staff development, or the purchasing cooperatives already in place. Also, it does not factor in the potential increased labor cost of merged districts or increased property taxes that could result.”


The Ohio Policy Center/Brookings Institution recommended reducing Ohio’s public school districts by nearly one-third through consolidation. The proposal was among 39 policy suggestions in the report. The concept of creating school districts of 2,500 pupils or more assumes such consolidation may lead to lower administrative costs, thereby providing more money for the classroom.


OSBA, which represents the boards of education of Ohio’s public school districts, noted that the association and its member districts are always seeking means of achieving cost-savings and efficiencies. Ohio’s educational service centers offer excellent examples of shared services on a regional basis. There are many other examples of innovation, such as the Greene County Schools Shared Service Delivery Initiative and pooling programs offered by state education associations.
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School district consolidation is not a new concept in Ohio. In 1915, there were 2,674 school districts in the state. By 1935, the number of school districts fell to 1,986. In 1953, House Bill 128 established citizen’s committees in each county to study district organization, and by 1959 the number of districts was down to 984. Today, as the report notes, there are 613 public school districts, excluding educational service centers and joint vocational districts.  


“School district size alone does not define the sole qualification for success,” Lewis said. “Some of Ohio’s most successful school districts are small and boast high academic performance and strong community support. Community support is essential, particularly as long as Ohio’s school-funding model requires local taxation.


“Ohio schools have always had the option to consolidate or merge schools. We believe that this is a matter best determined at the local level, where two or more entities mutually arrive at the conclusion that their students and communities would be better served by consolidation.”

OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions.
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