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Local school board member earns prestigious statewide honor

COLUMBUS — Jim Perdue, a board member at Reading Community City Schools and Great Oaks Institute of Technology and Career Development, is among five public school board members named to the Ohio School Boards Association’s (OSBA) 2009 All-Ohio School Board. The board members will be recognized with the association’s most prestigious honor on Nov. 11 during the 54th annual OSBA Capital Conference and Trade Show in Columbus. 

The other honorees and the districts they serve are: Marie D. Dockry, Mahoning County Educational Service Center (ESC) and Mahoning County Career & Technical Center; Joyce Galbraith, ESC of Central Ohio and Eastland-Fairfield Career & Technical Schools; Keiran Menacher, Springfield Local (Lucas County); and Allen E. Mann, Union Local (Belmont County) and Belmont-Harrison Career Centers.

OSBA Executive Director Richard Lewis will recognize the All-Ohio School Board members on the final day of the Capital Conference, a four-day convention attended by more than 10,000 Ohio school board members, superintendents, treasurers, business officials and other school leaders.

Every year, OSBA names one board of education member from each of its five regions — Central, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast and Southwest — to the All-Ohio School Board. The award recognizes outstanding service to public education and represents the dedication shown by thousands of board members across the state.
All-Ohio School Board candidates are nominated by their respective school boards; OSBA regional committees then select the five winners.
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Perdue, a 19-year board veteran, represents OSBA’s Southwest Region. He has served as board president or vice president for nine of those years.

Extremely active in the schools, he attends nearly every graduation ceremony, which in his two districts total eight per year. Another priority is Senior Night Awards, which acknowledge the accomplishments of each year’s senior class. He also attends many plays, musicals and sporting events. At Great Oaks, he is the chair of the Administration & Human Resources Committee and a member of the Salary & Benefits Committee.

A facilities manager for the General Electric Co., Perdue is strongly committed to board member professional development. Just in the last two years he has participated in the National School Boards Association Annual Conference; NSBA/OSBA Federal Relations Network Conference; Association for Career and Technical Education National Policy Seminar; Governor’s Institute on Creativity and Innovation in Education; and the OSBA Capital Conference, Board Leadership Institute, Treasurers’ Clinic and Southwest Region Conference.

Perdue is deeply involved in OSBA governance. He serves on the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee, and is immediate past president of the association’s Southwest Region and serves on the region’s executive committee. He also has served on the Conference Planning Committee and as an OSBA student achievement liaison.

He is active in his community, as well, where he belongs to The American Legion Post 69 and the General Electric Employees Activity Association.

On his All-Ohio School Board nomination form, Perdue wrote that he has “always believed in the public education system,” and that he will “continue to focus on what is the best thing for our students” and keep them at the forefront of everything he does.

Perdue and his wife Debbie live in Reading. They have four children.

OSBA leads the way to educational excellence by serving Ohio’s public school board members and the diverse districts they represent through superior service and creative solutions. 

For more information, contact OSBA or your local school board members.
Editor’s note: OSBA’s All-Ohio School Board honorees have been told they are receiving the award. Please feel free to contact them for feature stories, comments or photos. Perdue’s phone number is (513) 733-3888.
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